
The Church 

    of St. Helena 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
September 20, 2020 

3204 E 43rd St  Minneapolis, MN 55406-3858  (612) 729-7344 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor 
 Rev. Richard Villano 729-7344 
 

Director of Pastoral Care 
 Virginia Tschida 729-7344 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 John Sondag 729-7321 
 

Religious Education Secretary 
 Nancy Stauner 729-7321 
 

Director of Music 
 David Bartlett 651-239-6914 
 

School Principal 
 Ellen Rian 729-9301 
 

Parish Secretary 
 Elaine Bruce 729-7344 
 

Business Manager 
 Mike Petruconis 729-7322 
 

Sunday Mass 
Saturday 4:00 P.M. 
Sunday 8:30 and 10:00 A.M. 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 A.M. 
 

Holy Day Mass 
Evening Before 5:30 P.M. 
Holy Day 8:00 and 10:00 A.M. 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 3:00–3:30 P.M. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
A Baptism Preparation Program is 
required for all registered first-time 
parents. Please call the Director of 
Pastoral Care. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
The bride or groom must be an  
active registered parishioner for at 
least six months prior to scheduling 
a wedding at St. Helena. 
 

Nursery 
Services available during the 
10:00 A.M. Sunday Mass. 
 

Parish Registration 
To register in the parish, please fill 
out a registration form and return to 
the Parish Office. Registration forms 
are available at the entrances of the 
Church. Return completed form to 
the Parish Office. 
 
 

Email: church@sainthelena.us 
Website: www.sainthelena.us 

 

“‘Are you envious because I am generous?’ 
 

Thus, the last will be first, and the first 
 

will be last.” 
 

-Mt 20:15-16 



ST. HELENA MINNEAPOLIS 

PASTOR'S REMARKS 
 

1) Welcome to all of you who are here at our parish festival 
in in spite of the limitations this year. It’s something beyond 
our control and will surely have a major impact on our parish 
budget. I miss the big tent and the crowds, and hopefully that 
will happen again. Thank you for your gracious adjustments 
and dedicated spirits. 
 

2) The new school year has begun and we are very pleased to 
welcome our students and staff to a wonderful school year. 
We are very close to a full house and in spite of all the issues 
which our schools have had to manage, the sentiments and 
the spirits are great. We are very grateful to our principal, 
Mrs. Rian, for her leadership and administration. 
 

) Conduct yourselves reverently during your sojourn in a 
strange land. Realize that you were delivered, not by any 
diminishable sum of silver or gold, but by Christ’s blood be-
yond  all price; the blood of a spotless, unblemished lamb. 
                                                               1 Peter: 17-19 
 

BAPTISM—A Baptism Preparation Program is required for 
all registered first-time parents. To register for the class, 
please  call Virginia, the Director of Pastoral Care, at 612-
729-7344. 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL—The parish community prays that 
Loretta LaHay may rejoice in the  gift of everlasting  life in  
the full embrace  of  God  our Father, and  that her family 
and friends and this community may trust more deeply in 
the promises of Jesus for eternal life. 
 

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION—Please re-
member to form a single line for Holy Communion rather 
than two lines, even if there are two ministers distributing. 
Also remember to keep six foot spacing while in line. Thank 
you!  
 

“CRY ROOM”—The Cry Room will be closed during all 
Masses until further notice because of the Coronavirus. 
 

WAYS TO WATCH/LISTEN TO MASS—For ways to 
watch or listen to Mass, visit: archspm.org/live.  
 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT UPDATE—All volunteers who 
have regular interaction with youth and vulnerable adults 
need to be certified under the Archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ment standards. Together we can work to protect God's chil-
dren and the most vulnerable among us. Thank you for your 
shared commitment to the achievement of this goal. In addi-
tion, the Archdiocesan Victim Assistance line is 651-291-
4475.  

 
 
 

Then, be available to talk to the person about the Faith.  Of 
course, that presupposes that we can talk intelligently about 
the Faith. 
 

In his autobiographical work, Seven Story Mountain, Fr. 
Thomas Merton wrote about his father's possibility of be-
coming a Catholic.  "He would have felt far less hesitant if 
he had only had some Catholic friends of his own intellec-
tual level—-someone who would be able to talk to him 
intelligently about the faith.... He had a tremendous respect 
for the good Catholic people we met, but they were too 
inarticulate about the Church to be able to tell him anything 
about it that he could understand—and also, they were gen-
erally far too shy." (page 34) 
 

I'm afraid that's the case with many Catholics today.  Just 
being willing (and able) to talk about the Faith with family, 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers can open people to con-
versations about Christ, His teachings, and the Church.  
 

The problem is many have an eighth grade understanding 
of the Faith, consequently they are timid to initiate discus-
sions about the Faith. It takes effort to read books about the 
Faith, watch videos and CDs, attend lectures, and listen to 
talk-radio (Relevant Radio - 1330 am). 
 

But it's worth it.  Not only for our own sanctification, but 
to become intelligently formed, so we can draw others to 
the Faith—so our friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers won't have to look for loopholes.     
 

        John Sondag 

        Director of Religious Education 

THE WORD 
 

Comedian W.C. Fields was seen looking through a Bible 
on his deathbed. When asked what he was doing, he re-
plied, "Looking for loopholes, looking for loopholes." 
 

This Sunday's Gospel may seem like our Lord is advocat-
ing we look for loopholes.  It's about the landowner who 
gets workers at various times of the day and at the end of 
the day, he pays them all the same. Some might say, "See 
how unfair that landowner was. Every laborer received the 
same salary, even though he might have only worked one 
hour." 
 

But, the point is the Kingdom of God is a gift.  We don't 
earn or merit our salvation.  Granted, once we have re-
ceived the gift of sanctifying grace in Baptism, we need to 
cooperate with our Lord and His Commandments to stay in  
His grace and we can, then, merit further graces, but we do 
not earn the initial gift of salvation. 
 

So, what do we do about our loved ones who have never 
been baptized or "churched" or who have not been a part of 
the Church since grade school?  Is there any hope for them 
to be like the 11th hour laborer? 
 

Yes, there's always hope until rigor mortis sets in. But, the 
first thing for us to do is to pray and fast with perseverance.  
If faith is a gift, beg our Lord for the gift of the Faith for 
your friends or relative.  Never give up. 
 

The next step is to flood the person whom you are praying 
with kindness.  The way you reach most people's minds is 
through their hearts.  Even the most intellectual person will 
probably listen to a friend's advice.

https://www.archspm.org/locations


IF YOU CANNOT RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
DURING THIS TIME OF THE CORONAVIRUS, YOU 
CAN MAKE A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION— 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment re-
ceive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen. 
 

SPIRITUALLY ADOPT A  PERSON WHO'S DYING 
ALONE OR WITHOUT THE SACRAMENTS—There 
are some people who are dying alone from the Coronavirus. 
Through your prayer, spiritually adopt a person somewhere 
in the world who may have no family or friends to be with 
them at the moment of death or perhaps who is unable to 
have the sacraments of the Church.  
 

DOUGHNUTS AND COFFEE ON SUNDAY MORN-
INGS—CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CHILDREN—Public school children in grades one through 
eight can enroll in the 2020-2021 Wednesday Night Reli-
gious Education Program by calling John Sondag at 612-275-
0431. You can still register for this program which will begin  
Wednesday, October 7,  and will be held in the Parish Office 
Building at 6:45 P.M. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM FOR 2020-2021—
Children in St. Helena parish in the eighth grade (and high 
school, if they have not yet been Confirmed) will receive the 
sacrament of Confirmation next May 18, 2021. If you are not 
in St. Helena grade school, please enroll now in the 2020-
2021 Confirmation Program to prepare for the sacrament by 
calling John Sondag (612-275-0431). The program will begin 
at 6:45 P.M. in the Parish Offices on October 7. 
 

ARE YOU A PARISHIONER WHO NEEDS HELP?—
Parishioners who might be out of work, sick and unable to 
work, or struggling because of financial difficulties or prob-
lems from the Coronavirus and civil unrest can receive help 
from the St. Vincent de Paul Conference in the parish which 
reaches out to individuals and families in the parish who are 
having difficulties. (Your name will be kept confidential.) If 
you need more information or help, please call John Sondag 
at 612-275-0431. 
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?—The 
Church of St. Helena has a program that prepares people to 
become Catholic. It will begin on Tuesday, September 29, at 
7:30 P.M. in the Parish Offices. If Tuesdays are impossible 
for any individual, another time can be negotiated. For more 
information, call Fr. Villano or John Sondag at 612-729-
7344.  
 

YOUR PARTICIPATION IN “AUTUMN DAZE” IS IM-
PORTANT—To make up the difference in revenue for our 
Virtual “Autumn Daze”, we are counting heavily on many 
raffle tickets being purchased plus patrons going on line for 
the Silent Auction, Attic Treasures, and Toys. And don’t 
forget our take-out food. 

50 BEAUTIFUL QUILTS ARE IN THE QUILT RAF-
FLE—Instead of Quilt Bingo at the Festival, we will have a 
Quilt Raffle for 50 quilts. You can still purchase tickets for 
the Quilt Raffle in the Parish Offices until 4:30 P.M. on  this 
Sunday, September 20. One ticket entitles you to 50 chances 
for the quilts, except if you win one, then your ticket is no 
longer in the drawing. (But if you have bought more than one 
ticket,  you have more chances to win another quilt.).  
 

GREAT PRIZES IN THE GENERAL RAFFLE—
Purchase tickets in the Parish Offices for $5 to win multiple 
prizes. The top prize is $2,000. You can purchase tickets un-
til 4:30 P.M. on Sunday, September 20, 2020. 
 

WIN $5,000 IN A SPECIAL RAFFLE—Only 100 tickets 
are being sold for $100 a piece to win $5,000. Purchase them 
at the Parish Offices until 4:30 P.M. on Sunday September 
20, 2020. 
 

GO ON LINE TO AUTUMNDAZE.ORG FOR THE SI-
LENT AUCTION AND THE ATTIC TREASURES. 
 

GREAT FOOD—TAKE-OUT ORDERS—Go on-line to 
AUTUMNDAZE.ORG or call 612-729-7321 for great festi-
val food. Times for take-out are Friday, September 18: 4:00 
to 8:00 P.M.; Saturday, September 19: 11:00 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M.; and Sunday, September 20: 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  
 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL WINNER—The winner was Lu-
cy Koller for an Early Bird Drawing for a $25 gift certificate 
from Carbone’s Pizza and Pub in Minneapolis. Congratula-
tions.  
 

BUY A GIFT CARD FOR GROCERIES FOR NEEDY 
PERSONS—Purchase a gift card for groceries and give the 
card to the parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference which can 
give it to a needy person or family throughout the year.  Place 
the card in an envelope  marked “St. Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence” and put the envelope in the collection or bring it to the 
Parish Offices.  
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
CONFERENCE—The St. Vincent de Paul Conference in 
the parish reaches out  to  individuals  or  families  who  need 
assistance. Conference members visit their homes to assess 
how they can be of service and in a very personalized and 
confidential way give them help. The next meeting is Thurs-
day, September 24, at 6:30 P.M. in the Parish Offices. For 
more information, call John Sondag at 612-275-0431.  
 

FREE FOOD AND RESOURCES—The Hiawatha YMCA, 
4100 28th Ave. S., has free food and resources for anyone in 
need! It has baby supplies, soap, and other hygiene items. 
Supplies are limited, but new items come in throughout the 
week. Please spread the word! Hours: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 12:00 Noon to 3:00 P.M.  For questions call Matt 
at 612-547-9467. 
 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING (NFP) CLASSES BE-
GINNING SOON—Classes teach couples the Church ap-
proved methods on how to achieve or postpone pregnancy 
while embracing the beauty of God’s gift of sexuality. For a  
list of classes offered throughout the Archdiocese, vis-
it:  www.archspm.org/family or call 651-291-4489.     

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                 SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

http://www.archspm.org/family


 

 

St. Helena is off to a great start for the 2020-21 
school year and we've been blessed with new families 
and new staff.  Welcome to all our new students and 
teachers! 
 
Pre-K: Yonatan Akal, Willa Buchanan, Winona Henry, 
Zaphalia Johnson, Cecelia Leonsaco, Coen Lingen, and 
Liam Mahoney. 
 

Kindergarten: Bonnie Arias, Wyatt Bonifas, Eleanor 
Bramante, Christopher Camacho Vasquez, Ruby 
Collman, Gianna Davis, Elisha Dinfotan, Brian Fose, 
Cora Girod, Bonnie Henry, Annabelle LeLoup, David 
Loja Guiracocha, Ivy McKay, Paola Robles, Henry 
Schmidt, Beatrice Shermer, Delia Warn, Hannah Wil-
helmi, Will Witt. 
 

1st Grade: David Akhigbe, Camden Bellemare, Char-
lotte Falness, Annika Hoye, Pablo Maldonado, Adalia 
Moges, Elias Newgard, Ellis Paulsen, and Calvin 
Schaefer. 
 

2nd Grade: Alice Bailey, Olive McKay, and Aubrey 
Miller. 
 

3rd Grade: Viviana Acosta, Willa Henry, Chloe Miller, 
and Charlotte Schnell. 
 

4th Grade: Silvia Acosta, Layla Chevalier, Joseph Di-
az, Sean Hoye, Asha Persaud, Lucien Warn, and Patrick 
Wilhelmi. 
 

5th Grade: Benjamin Bailey, Cynthia Loja Guiracocha, 
Elsie Roark, and Berit Selstad. 
 

6th Grade: Austen Hoye, Cheirdi McClellan, Olin Sel-
stad, and Haper Schnell. 
 

8th Grade: Brianna Bergin   
 

Staff: Mrs. Shannon Skibba (Kindergarten), Ms. Katie 
Kostka (4th), Mrs. Rosa Dull (Spanish), Ms. Anna 
Stolte (Music/Co-Teacher), and Mrs. Bethany Higgins 
(Band). 

 

 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
8:00 AM 

 

 Monday            †    Anthony Pianko 
 Tuesday             †    Barbara Verthein 

 Wednesday              Amy Wivell 
 Thursday          †    Andrew &   † Donna Pukay 

    Friday               †    Loretta LaHay 
 Saturday                Mary Chandler 
    

SACRISTY AIDES— 
(Linens) Krysta Niznick 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

September 21:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13, Mt 9:9-13 

September 22:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13, Lk 8:19-21 

September 23:  Prv 30:5-9, Lk 9:1-6 

September 24:  Eccl 1:2-11, Lk 9:7-9 

September 25:  Eccl 3:1-11, Lk 9:18-22 

September 26:  Eccl 11:9—12:8, Lk 9:43b-45 

September 27:  Ez 18:25-28, Phil 2:1-11  

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

September 21 — September 28 
 

 
September 21 
 

September 22 
 

September 23 
 

September 24 
-St. Vincent de Paul Mtg., Parish Offices, 6:30 pm 
 
 
 

September 25 
-Women's Prayer Group, Church, 8:30 am 
 
 
 

September  26 
-Confession, Church, 3:00 pm 
-Mass, Church, 4:00 pm 
 
 

September 27 
-Mass, Church, 8:30 am & 10:00 am 
 
 

September 28 
 
 
 

Daily Mass, Monday-Saturday, Church, 8:00 am 

 SCRIPTURE    # 1181  
 

Is 55:6-9  

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a 

Mt 20:1-16a 

PRAYER CORNER 

Graciously hear us, Lord, for we seek only you. You 
are near to those whose heart is right. Open yourself to 
accept our sorrowful spirit; calm our bodies and minds 
with the peace which surpasses understanding. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PASTO-
RAL CARE—If you or a loved one is hospitalized or 
have moved to an Assisted Living/LTC facility please 
call the office at 612-729-7344 and ask for Virginia.  At 
this time we are unable to make visits but the Anointing 
of the Sick can be arranged through the Archdiocese if it 
is allowed at the facility.  Home visits, however, are 
now allowed with restrictions and can be discussed 
when you call. Your health, well being and spiritual care 
are important to us. 
 

 


